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Qualitative Model of Sports Tourism Development Affective factors
using with The Grounded Theory and Providing Optimal Solutions

Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to develop a qualitative model of affecting
factors in sports tourism development with using the Grounded theory. The
present study was a survey research that was operationalized qualitatively
and based on Grounded theory approach. The qualitative population of the
study included 18 sports tourism experts, who were selected by purposive
snowball sampling. Data were collected through in-depth semi-structured
interviews. Data were analyzed by Strauss and Corbin's method (open, axial,
and selective) and NVivo software 10 version. Data saturation occurred in
the fifteenth interview, but the interviews continued until the last person.
Validity, portability, reliability and verification were confirmed through data
saturation, recoding, application of different opinions and accuracy in
sample selection.74 themes and 21 effective components in the sports
tourism development were identified in the form of 7 axes of transportation,
attractions and events, cultural and social, infrastructure and
accommodation, management, laws and policies and climate. Then, these
factors were designed in 5 groups: causal, contextual, intervening,
interactions and actions and consequences, and the results of classification
and qualitative model of factors affecting the sports tourism development.
Advertising, communication, cultural programs and policy reform,
management and implementation , infrastructure and facilities development
are among the most important measures to promote the position of sports
tourism in the country's economy.

Keywords: Natural Sports Attractions, Transportation Flows,
Infrastructure, Climate, Laws and Policies, Sports Tourism
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